Germany's destruction of three
American vesseld with pessible loss
of twenty American lives leaves no
question that the kaiger has forced
this governmient into & state-of war.
It probably will have been found to
hove existed since the Ameriean
steamer Algonguin was sunk lnst
Wednesday.

The state of “grmed neutrality™ in
which Uids government was placed
Ly the president continues, although
it apparenty has falled of its object
1o prevent sinking of such ships ns
the Laconia, Algonquin, the City of
Memphis, the Diingls and the Vigl-
lancla

That the president, as his next
step, would cnll congress In extra
session oven before ite  mcheduled
mesting dute, April 16, was deemed
likely by some, though the prepond-
erant view wus that he would have
them sssamble (he 16Uk, then Inform
them that & state of war had existed
since March 18 and ask real war
MEeAITes.

The navy may be called upon to
take a vigorous hund, searching out
and destroylog submarines.

Any call for an army undoubtedly
will await full asthorization from
congress under & declaration of war,

The messages thus far at hand lerg
but fttle hope that no Ameriean lives
had been sacrificed.

Despite the fact that the United
States s nearer 2 call o arms lo-
day, there is upruffied calm In Wash-
inglon, sot only amopng officials but
smong e people of the capital.

Apparently ‘Washington, through
gver-recurring experience with Inter-
nationsl shocks, i no longer susckpt-
ible to emotion, There I8 no wat
spirit in eyidence

London, March 19.—Shortly bafore
noon todany United States consular
roports to Amarican smbassy here
daclared the captain's boat of torpe-
doed American steamer City of Mem.
phis was still unnccounted for, There
were sight nfen in this boat..

Tu gl twenty-two men of the grews

of two of the three American ships
sunk by German submarines were
missing today.

The three ships werg the American
steamers Vigiiancia, City of Memphis
aud Ilinois. All of the crew of the
laet named were safely landed.

The Vigilancla was struck by a
torpedo without wgrning., Lookouts
did not even see the periscope of the
submuarine, mor did the U-boat
emerge from the sea after the ship
had been struck her death blow.

The City of Memphls was first
struck by shell fire from the subma-
rine and then sunk by & torpedo.

Sec'y Laneing left the White

House shortly after noon, refusing

to comment In any wey regarding
kis kour'd conference with the presi-
dent.

Mobllizing ts forces today, the
payvy department appealed Lo Amer-
ican boat bullders for coustruction of
sulunarine “chasers’ to patrol Amer-
fcan waters and prepared to put into
effect the commandeering of all pri-
vate motorboats of sufficient size and

speed Lo meet the requirements of -

anti-submarine warfare. That the
department wants Lo acl swiftly was
apparent by the fect that the bids
for the submarine chasers were to
be opened Wednesday. Usually such
bids are adyertised for a considerable
Ume in advanee of their opening. In
connection with plans for come-
mandeering private emaft, it is known
naval boards in every coast wtate
have listad all availuble vesssls and
drawn tentative contracts for their
transfer to the naval service, Tele
graph orders from the dapurtment at
Washington (o close the contracts
and take over the ships would be all
that is secessury, the department
stuted.

Boats us wmall as 86 feel, and pos~
Aibly smaller, will be sublect to se-
lection. ;

BOAT OF CITY OF MEMPHIS

CAPTAIN PICKED UP EMPTY
Washington, March 19.—Fear that




